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As civilisation continues to eat itself, heavy music’s dark spiritual quest has never seemed more vital. Emerging from the shadows of eastern Poland back in 2015, Batushka have already established themselves as one of the modern era’s most powerful and evocative bands. Harnessing the fire and fury of arcane black metal and channelling it through the reverberant grandeur of ancient rituals of worship, the band’s debut album Litourgiya stood apart from the extreme metal hordes: a monument to originality, depth and dark mysticism that swiftly cast its spell over the metal underground and beyond. 

As Batushka took their music to the people, its power seemed to multiply tenfold, forging a profound connection with an increasingly rabid international fan base. As a result, the band’s imminent return in 2019, with their second and most devastating ritual to date, is set to be an event of undeniable significance.

“The last few years were a very intense and busy period for us,” the band’s nameless spokesperson states. “We've played a lot of shows around the world. We received a huge amount of support from the audience in return. And I guess we, as a band, have also matured. It was a great time to gain experience and to gather some of the inspirations that shaped us and who we are today.” 

More than four years on from Litourgiya’s extraordinary opening statement, the second Batushka album is destined to be 2019’s most transformative metal release. Named after an Old Church Slavonic word for God, Hospodi enhances all the unique qualities that made the band such an instant phenomenon, while offering an entirely distinct and fresh sensory experience, replete with the most ferocious and bewitching songs the Poles have penned to date and a newfound sense of rock swagger.

“We didn’t want to copy the first record nor its sound. Litourgiya was unique and we decided to leave it that way. As for our sophomore release, we decided to record it the old-fashioned way, with analogue and ‘live’ sound, without any digital interferences or boosters. I would say that the new album has a more rock vibe than the first one. It has melodies, of course, but it’s also a furious black metal record. We were inspired by the Orthodox music, the so called ‘white singing’ and also some old Byzantine sounds that are really present on this record. As far as guitars go, there are a lot of classic rock influences and some early 90’s metal in there, too.”

Fiercely conceived and audaciously executed, Hospodi takes the epoch-shattering essence of Batushka’s debut to a new level of idiosyncratic intensity. From the mesmerising chants of the opening “Wozglas” to the blazing bombast of “Dziewiatyj Czas” and the pulsing, dark rock melodrama of “Wieczernia”, this is an album full of wildly dynamic, divergent moments, wherein the band’s otherworodly, inspirational fervour meets the whip-crack precision of 21st century brutality. Perhaps most importantly, Batushka’s deft conjuring of religion’s synaptic shock ‘n’ awe looms large over every scything riff and bellicose scream. By the time fans reach the overpowering climax of the closing Liturgiya, a true Damascene conversion is practically guaranteed.

“The whole album is a concept based on the Liturgy of Death, the prayers for the dead,  and Orthodox funeral rites and dirges. It’s all about a ritual that involves the dead and the mourners. We also used a lot of old folk songs and elegies from our homeland. These are sung during the wake, around the casket, in the deceased person’s home. Nowadays only few older people know them and still sing them accordingly in our region. We decided to cherish that tradition and I’m glad that with our album these songs and rites will survive.”

Poised to deliver their second monumental liturgy to the unknowable and unseen, Batushka are the perfect antidote to modern music’s vapid superficiality. As Hospodi exerts its enigmatic allure, the only sane response is to surrender and succumb. Let the ritual begin! 

“Our new live shows will be based on the concept of the new album,” the band conclude. “You will experience the Liturgy of Death, a funeral rite, crude, sad and bitter! Beyond that, our great hope is to do what we love doing and to continue to share this with the people we can rely on.”

Hospodi track-listing

01. Wozglas
02. Dziewiatyj Czas
03. Wieczernia
04. Powieczerje
05. Polunosznica
06. Utrenia
07. Pierwyj Czas
08. Tretij Czas
09. Szestoj Czas
10. Liturgiya

Batushka online:
https://www.facebook.com/Batushkaband/ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.instagram.com/batushkaband/ 
http://batushkaofficial.com
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